English Translation:
B&NL: How would you describe yourself and the music you play to someone who's never seen or heard you
before.
George: Since 22 years I am a professional Country singer songwriter, I was born and I live in South Tyrol in
Northern Italy. I recorded 14 albums, with mainly self penned songs.
B&NL: How was the last year for you? What were the highlights?
George: The year 2010 was busy, I recorded my new album in Nashville, and I had a long and successful
tour all over Italy and some concerts in France and Switzerland.
B&NL: What's your latest CD and how's it doing?
George: My latest CD is called “Dust Off My Boots” and it is doing very well, my fans say it’s my best album
ever.
B&NL: How did you choose the title for the CD, is there a story behind it?
George: The story behind “Dust Off My Boots” is that if I have to deal with a unpleasant person or situation,
instead of getting angry and start fighting, I’d rather choose to ignore it and to walk my way, and as a sign I
shake the dust off my boots.
B&NL: Do you write the songs yourself and if not, how do you go about finding the songs for the your CD?
George: I write and perform mainly self penned songs.
B&NL: Please tell us about the songs on your album.
George: The album includes 14 songs I wrote and one medley with the covers “Mexico” and “Pay me my
money down”.
B&NL: What's the difference between your last CD and the current one?
George: In style they are not so different I’d say, the main difference is that the new album was recorded in
Nashville with some very famous US musicians, and the last CD “Bridge to El Dorado” (2008) was recorded
in the Netherlands with some fine musicians from there, such as Dick van Altena, Jacqueline van der
Griendt, Joost van Es, Patrick van Gerven, Johan Jansen, Paul van Vlodrop, Frans Senden, Jan Gerrits.
B&NL: What kind of songs do you like to record the most?
George: My style varies from fast rhythmic songs to ballads and everything in-between, from bluegrass to
line dance, from traditional to new country.
B&NL: What's your favourite song among all the songs you've recorded and what's the story behind it?
My favourite song is called Horseman, a horse talks about it’s relationship to the person that cares for it, and
it says that it is willing to give the best if it is treated with respect and love.
B&NL: Do you have any interesting stories about how fans have been affected by your music?
George: I am very fortunate that there are many people who really care for my songs, I don’t take this for
granted. Some people tell me that they use my songs to get a more positive view of life, that my songs help
them carry on. And then there is a guy from Belgium, Arne Stakkestad, he writes a lot of linedance
choreographies to my songs, and sometimes he and his family come to Italy to assist my concerts, that is a
big pleasure.
B&NL: Who do you look up musically and how deep do your musical roots run?
George: I like John Denver with whom I did a concert in duet years ago, I like also Johnny Cash, the
Beatles, the Eagles, Dire Straits and from the newer artists I like Alan Jackson, Randy Travis, and the Zak
Brown Band.
B&NL: What do you think about today's Country Music versus its roots and where do you see it going in the
future?
George: Any kind of music tends always to get more commercial and less deep and artistic, but there are
always some musicians who do good music, it will go on this way.
B&NL: In your opinion, what is the biggest difference between “traditional" and “new" country music?
Hard to say, there are so many styles between traditional and new country. New Country sometimes loses
completely the touch to its origin and can hardly be recognized as country music. But every music has its
right to exist, the audience has to decide what to buy.

B&NL: As an artist you have to do so many different things such as recording, touring, doing interviews etc.
What do you like best, what's your favorite activity.
George: I like writing, recording and touring, it’s all big work but I like it.
B&NL: Are you doing anything to take country music beyond it's courrent borders or are you happy where it
is?
George: I think that country music will hardly get into the international charts, but it will always exist and
there will always be many people who like it.
B&NL: What inspired you to become an artist?
George: I did some charity concerts just for fun about 25 years ago, and people showed me that they like
my music, so I simply went on and decided some years later to do this as a profession.
B&NL: What does it take to be a country star?
George: To be a real star I think it needs talent and good connections, record deals with major labels and a
lot of luck.
B&NL: Is there anything in your life that you would change if you could?
George: I like very much technical stuff like audio, photograph, video and computer, and I spend a lot of time
with it, but I should reduce that and stay out in nature more.
B&NL: What's your favorite song that you wish you could have recorded?
George: There are some very nice Don Williams songs that I did not record yet.
B&NL: What message would you like to send your European fans?
George: I’m glad that all over Europe there are many people who like country music. Although it is not
supported very well by the important media like TV, newspapers, magazines, radio and record shops it is a
music that deserves attention, it is pleasant to listen to, good sound and interesting stories.

